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to by our President and Council, tho? so material a circumstance, and well
deserving their consideration.
129.    It appears upon our examination of Captain Howe, that upon the loss
of his ship, lie forthwith proceeded for and got to Calcutta with the pilot the
25th March and acquainted the Governour and Council in writing with the
misfortune, and had their orders to take his passage on the Pigot for England ;
notwithstanding he continued there two days, the President and Council did
not send any information whatever to us on this occasion, nor did President
Vansittart, though his letter to the Court was dated the said 25th March, this
was a great omission, and considering the importance of the subject, highly
culpable; and we are further to add, that the suffering Capt. Howe and his
chief and third mates to leave Calcutta before a thorough examination was
made into the loss of the ship, was extremely irregular.
130.    Whenever any Europe ships are let to freight in India, you must
cause a copy of the agreement with the freighters to be entered upon Consulta-
tion,   which   you   have   omitted   in   the   instances   of   the   Go dolphin   and
Winchelsea.
131.    We have been thus particular upon the several transactions with
respect to the Winchelsea, not only to point out the irregularities and inatten-
tions to the Company's interest in the course thereof, but with a view to lay
them open for the particular information of all future Presidents and Councils,
that they may in all instances of employing our ships in India pursue such
measures as shall be conducive to the real interest of the Company,
132.    Since writing the former part of this letter the ship Albion has been
unfortunately lost in her way to the Downes; nothing of consequence could
be saved except forty six of the forty seven chests of the Company's treasure
on board and several parcels of silver belonging to private persons.
133.    Of the said forty six chests of treasure, twenty chests were put on
board the Ankerwyke and thirteen on each of the ships Thames and Grosvenor,
which were, as before, consigned to China.
134.    We  have  ordered  these  ships  the  Speke, Grerwille, Pacifick  and
Ponsborne to call first at Fort St. George principally with a view of giving
that  Presidency  an  opportunity  of  landing  such  of  the  recruits   as  their
exigencies may require ; but whether they do so or not, the ships are ordered
to be forwarded to you with all possible dispatch.
135.    We send only about a tenth part of the tent cloth you have indented
for; this is the first time you have desired it, and we can not suppose hut
country cloth may be made to answer the same purposes.
136.    Thirty barrels of gunpowder bought of a new merchant is sent on
the ship [.........]; you are therefore to give us an account of the quality, and
whether it proves as good as that we have hitherto sent.
137.    The friends of Captain Thomas Fenwicke having applied to us for
leave for his coming to England to see his family, and afterwards to return to
Bengal again, we have consented thereto, and you are to permit him to come
to England accordingly upon furlow.
138.    The friends of the late Mr. Gideon Ferrand, a writer on your estab-
lishment having represented to us? that upon his death in October 1761,